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The Total Picture Seminar  

 
Actor Martin Landau and me 

 

Last November 14 and 15, I had the priviledge of 

attending "The Total Picture Seminar"- - A seminar I still 

regard as one of the best seminars in filmmaking I have 

ever attended.  Hosted by multi-awarded Hollywood 

veterans: Martin Landau, Mark Rydell and Lyle Kessler, the 

seminar delivered exactly what it advertises, "a total 

picture" or rather an in-depth look into the process of 

filmmaking. 

 

I waited for a while to blog about it, because I was hoping 

to coincide my entry with a new seminar date.  But for one 

reason or another, this has not happened.  I am hoping that 

they will still be able produce this seminar once more, 

because I strongly believe that a lot of new filmmakers, 

actors and writers out there (specially the Independents) 

would greatly benefit from the extensive work and 

experience these three esteemed industry veterans are 

willing to share. 

 

Up to this date, this seminar has truly been a "once in a life-

time special event" for all the filmmakers, directors, actors 

and writers who were lucky enough to attend.  Martin, Mark 

and Lyle not only shared their techniques in acting, directing 

and writing respectively, but also rare insights into the 

collaborative process between these disciplines as well as 

entertaining stories and anecdotes about their major works.  

The attendees were also given a chance to participate in 

several hands-on workshops doing actual "scene work" 

supervised by the three. 
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I was so moved by what I learned and experienced that I 

have nothing but praise for the generosity of these 

three gentlemen as well as for the producers of this event. I 

told Mark and Martin after the seminar that I thought that I 

already knew how to direct, but after listening and seeing 

them in action, I now just refer to myself as a filmmaker.  

They made me want to be a DIRECTOR!  After experiencing 

these three masters of cinema - - the current deans of the 

Actors Studio (West), I finally understood the importance of 

knowing what "acting" is (by being an Actor yourself) or at 

least deeply understanding the elements involved in "acting," 

in order to be an exceptional Director. 

 

Here are clips on each of them explaining the seminar and 

their respective crafts: 

  
  
  
 

- -Video Clips from YouTube.com by The Total Picture. 
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A list of my own personal photo 

and video/movie equipment 

(which I highly recommend) is 

located at the bottom of this 

Blog page. 
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Eyeless in Gaza: Joe Sacco 
and Reportage Comics 
4 days ago  

Critic After Dark  
The Big Bang (Dr. Who 5th 
Season Finale) 
4 days ago  

Observations on film art 
and FILM ART  
Research you can bid on 
5 days ago  

MovieSet Behind the 
Scenes blog  
As Seen on Twitter on 
2010-07-22 
1 week ago  

Only The Cinema  
Seconds 
1 week ago  

Hurlbut Visuals  
Color Grading the 5D MKII 
for Case Combines 
1 week ago  

art cinematic  
Elusive Landscape: Arch 
Creek Park ~ THANK YOU! 
5 weeks ago  

http://photobusinessforum.blogspot.com/
http://photobusinessforum.blogspot.com/2010/07/us-open-craigslist-pr-company-idiocy.html
http://artnudes.blogspot.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/blogspot/XqJB/~3/NRw4CNGawNs/michel-comte.html
http://www.fashionphotographyblog.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/fashionphotographyblog/fpb/~3/_6i_m2_WjUw/
http://stateoftheart.popphoto.com/blog/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/typepad/stateoftheart/~3/eGxr8uxFhRs/larry-sultan-pictures-from-home.html
http://erickroll.blogspot.com/
http://www.onlocationvacations.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/olv/~3/Ru-AIIgrPnE/
http://notcoming.com/
http://notcoming.com/reviews/daguerreotypes/
http://filmdirectingtips.com/
http://filmdirectingtips.com/archives/5529?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=the-skinny-on-short-films
http://makingthemovie.info/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/MakingTheMovie/~3/xNAGm_N2-qs/movie-review-scott-pilgrim-vs-the-world.html
http://www.jokeandbiagio.com/
http://www.jokeandbiagio.com/can-you-send-joke-and-biagio-a-photo
http://worldsbestfilms.blogspot.com/
http://worldsbestfilms.blogspot.com/2010/07/name-this-movie-babe-1.html
http://www.ascmag.com/blog
http://www.ascmag.com/blog/2010/07/26/eyeless-in-gaza-joe-sacco-and-reportage-comics/
http://criticafterdark.blogspot.com/
http://criticafterdark.blogspot.com/2010/07/big-bang-dr-who-5th-season-finale.html
http://www.davidbordwell.net/blog
http://www.davidbordwell.net/blog/?p=9471
http://blog.movieset.com/
http://blog.movieset.com/movieset-news/as-seen-on-twitter-on-2010-07-22
http://seul-le-cinema.blogspot.com/
http://seul-le-cinema.blogspot.com/2010/07/seconds.html
http://www.hurlbutvisuals.com/blog
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/HurlbutVisuals/~3/80tkw5HQRcA/
http://artcinematic.blogspot.com/
http://artcinematic.blogspot.com/2010/06/elusive-landscape-arch-creek-park-thank.html


R E C O M M E N D E D  V I S U A L  

A R T S  B L O G S 

Coffee and Celluloid  
NASCAR as an Immersive 
Experience 
1 month ago  

Naked News Pilipinas  
Jovit Baldivino shines again 
in Pilipinas Got Talent 
2 months ago  

Darren Aronofsky's Blog  
Jazz Fest 
3 months ago  

Pedro Almodovar's Blog  

The Auteurs Notebook: 
The Latest International 
Film Festival News and 
Reviews  

Anime News Network  
Aniplex USA to Ship All of 
Read or Die on BD 
1 hour ago  

Motion Served Featured 
Projects  
Samsung Behold 2 
1 hour ago  

Industrial Design Served 
Featured Projects  
carrinho de compras 
ecolÃ³gico 
1 hour ago  

Typography Served 
Featured Projects  
Pandtos Font Family 
9 hours ago  

Two Coats of Paint  
Sharon Butler, Joy Curtis, 
Cathy Nan Quinlan at 
STOREFRONT 
13 hours ago  

MangaBlog  
SDCC followups and some 
good advice for readers 
18 hours ago  

Dexigner Design Portal  
Icsid Celebrates Sir Misha 
Black's Contribution to 
Design Industry 
1 day ago  

lines and colors :: a blog 
about drawing, painting, 
illustration, comics, 
concept art and other 
visual arts  
Postcard from Provence: 
Paintings by Julian Merrow-
Smith 
1 day ago  

Off Beat Ink  
Celebrity Tattoos 
1 day ago  

Comics and Geeks  
IGN Best of SDCC 2010 
2 days ago  

Drawn! The Illustration 
and Cartooning Blog  
Animation Kills Illustration, 
and… Call for Submissions: 
YouTube Play: Biennial of 
Creative Video 
2 days ago  

Graphic Design Blog & 
Web Design Blog  
WHAT IS WHAT IF? - 
whatif sydenham 
2 days ago  

http://coffeeandcelluloid.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/CoffeeAndCelluloid/~3/uglxzs1xBPE/
http://nakednewspilipinas.blogspot.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/nnp/~3/QXNdp9jvwmE/jovit-baldivino-shines-again-on-pgt.html
http://darrenaronofsky.blogspot.com/
http://darrenaronofsky.blogspot.com/2010/04/jazz-fest.html
http://www.pedroalmodovar.es/PAB_EN_10_T.asp
http://www.theauteurs.com/notebook/posts
http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/
http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/news/2010-07-30/aniplex-usa-to-ship-all-of-read-or-die-on-bd
http://www.motionserved.com/
http://www.motionserved.com/Gallery/Samsung_Behold_2/592974
http://www.industrialdesignserved.com/
http://www.industrialdesignserved.com/Gallery/carrinho_de_compras_ecolgico/515145
http://www.typographyserved.com/
http://www.typographyserved.com/Gallery/Pandtos_Font_Family/564985
http://www.twocoatsofpaint.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/twocoatsofpaint/~3/lBGYuA9EKBU/sharon-butler-cathy-nan-quinlan-joy.html
http://www.mangablog.net/
http://www.mangablog.net/?p=8723
http://www.dexigner.com/
http://www.dexigner.com/product/news-g21199.html
http://www.linesandcolors.com/
http://www.linesandcolors.com/2010/07/28/postcard-from-provence-paintings-by-julian-merrow-smith/
http://offbeatink.com/
http://offbeatink.com/celebrities/celebrity-tattoos/
http://www.comicsandgeeks.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/ComicsAndGeeks/~3/RXJxLtI2F-E/ign-best-of-sdcc-2010.html
http://drawn.ca/
http://drawn.ca/2010/07/27/animation-kills-illustration-and-call-for-submissions-youtube-play-biennial-of-creative-video/
http://www.graphic-design-blog.com/
http://www.graphic-design-blog.com/2010/07/what-is-what-if-whatif-sydenham.html


G E N E R A L  I N T E R E S T  

B L O G S 

R E C O M M E N D E D  W E B S I T E S

Classic Cinema Online  

Dive Photoraphy & 

Cinematography  

Fashion (Photography) Served  

Galleon Traders  

Modelinia  

MTV Newsroom  

Photography Served  

Halcyon Realms - 
anime|photography|film 
Gucci Flora Commercial – 
Chris Cunningham 
3 days ago  

Graphic Design Blog - An 
Ultimate resource of 
Graphic Design  
The Bizarre situations 
Graphic Designers face – 
Problems and Solutions! 
3 days ago  

i love typography, the 
typography and fonts 
blog  
Reviving Caslon 
3 days ago  

Presentation Zen  
Wisdom from the principles 
of Budō: Lessons for work 
& life 
4 days ago  

Neil Gaiman's Journal  
Normal Service Will Be 
Resumed As Soon As 
Possible 
6 days ago  

art.blogging.la  
Metblogs, the comeback! 
2 months ago  

Art News Blog  
Anthony Lister at Lyons 
Wier Gallery, NYC 
4 months ago  

design museum blog  
"Inspired design" exhibition 
at Oslo Museum of Applied 
Art, 2001 
5 months ago  

The Book Design Review  
And That, As They Say, Is 
That 
6 months ago  

The Art History Blog  
Who Shot Andy Warhol? 
(The Musical) 
7 months ago  

For The Love of Comics  
You Should Always Take 
The Healing Factor 
7 months ago  

Eye on Books - Author 
Interviews  
Laurie R. King - The God of 
the Hive 
2 days ago  

Hand Held Hollywood  
iPhone 4 owners, It's time 
to get your free case! 
6 days ago  

http://halcyonrealms.com/
http://halcyonrealms.com/film/gucci-flora-commercial-chris-cunningham/
http://www.graphicdesignblog.org/
http://www.graphicdesignblog.org/graphic-designers-problems-and-solutions/
http://ilovetypography.com/
http://ilovetypography.com/2010/07/26/reviving-caslon-the-snare-of-authenticity/
http://www.presentationzen.com/presentationzen/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/PresentationZen/~3/LlJpozunj0g/i-have-great-respect-for-those-who-dedicate-themselves-to-the-study-of-the-martial-arts-in-japan-budo-or-the-martial-way-i.html
http://journal.neilgaiman.com/
http://journal.neilgaiman.com/2010/07/normal-service-will-be-resumed-as-soon.html
http://www.metblogs.com/
http://www.metblogs.com/news/2010/05/27/metblogs-the-comeback/
http://www.artnewsblog.com/index.htm
http://www.artnewsblog.com/2010/03/anthony-lister-at-lyons-wier-gallery.htm
http://designmuseums.blogspot.com/
http://designmuseums.blogspot.com/2010/02/inspired-design-exhibition-at-oslo.html
http://nytimesbooks.blogspot.com/
http://nytimesbooks.blogspot.com/2010/01/and-that-as-they-say-is-that.html
http://arthistory.we-wish.net/
http://arthistory.we-wish.net/2009/12/07/who-shot-andy-warhol-the-musical/
http://www.fortheloveofcomics.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/ForTheLoveOfComics/~3/VdV1Cx2qY5U/
http://www.eyeonbooks.com/
http://www.eyeonbooks.com/ibp.php?ISBN=0553805541
http://www.handheldhollywood.com/latest-news/
http://www.handheldhollywood.com/latest-news/iphone-4-owners-its-time-to-get-your-free-case.html
http://www.classiccinemaonline.com/1/
http://www.divephotoguide.com/
http://www.fashionserved.com/
http://www.galleon-trader.com/
http://www.modelinia.com/
http://newsroom.mtv.com/
http://www.photographyserved.com/
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P H O T O  A N D  V I D E O / M O V I E  E Q U I P M E N T  L I S T 

A LOT OF PHOTOGRAPHERS HAVE BEEN INQUIRING ABOUT THE EQUIPMENT I USE... 

HERE IS A SHORT LIST FOR THE CURIOUS:  

 

CAMERAS FOR COMMERCIAL WORK: 2 CANON 1DS MARKIIS (W/ EF L SERIES ZOOMS

AND PRIMES), CANON 1N RS, MAMIYA RZ67 PROII (LENSES & SYSTEM), MAMIYA RZ67 

PRO IID & SINAR P2 (USED WITH RENTED DIGITAL BACKS).  

 

STUDIO EQUIPMENT: I USE SEVERAL ALIEN BEES MONOLIGHTS (3 640WATTS & 4 

320WATTS), AN ALIEN BEES RINGFLASH WITH ACCESSORIES, ALIEN BEES 

RECTANGULAR AND OCTAGONAL SOFT BOXES IN DIFFERENT SIZES, UMBRELLAS AND 

PARABOLIC UMBRELLAS UP TO 86", AN ASSORTMENT OF GRIDS, BARNDOORS AND 

SNOOTS. 4 150WATTS MONOLIGHTS WITH SOFTBOXES AND ACCESSORIES AND AN 

ASSORTMENT OF 25 -60WATTS CLIP ON SLAVES WITH CUSTOMIZED SOFTBOXES AND 

ACCESSORIES. 2 VAGABOND II PORTABLE POWER PACKS. 4 POCKET WIZARD II 

TRANSMITTERS AND A POCKET WIZARD MULTIMAX. AN ASSORTMENT OF LIGHTSTANDS

AND BOOMS. SEVERAL MANFROTTO TRIPODS, A MANFROTTO MONOPOD AND A 

MANFROTTO LIGHT TABLE. LOWEL TOTA/OMNI KITS FOR VIDEO LIGHTING.  

 

CAMERAS FOR FINE ART WORK: CANON 7D (WITH SIGMA PRO LENSES & LENS 

BABIES), CANON 400D, LEICA D-LUX 3, APPLE IPHONE 3GS (WITH ASSORTED PHOTO 

APPS.), MAMIYA UNIVERSAL AND SUPER 23 PRESS SYSTEMS, POLAROID 600SE 

SYSTEM, MAMIYA C SYSTEM, 2 CANON F-1N (FD LENSES & SYSTEM), CANON FT (FL 

LENSES), 5 X 7 GRAPHIC VIEW II WITH ANTIQUE LENSES, BELL & HOWELL DIAL 35 

(CANON 35MM HALF-FRAME), ARGUS C3 AND C44 SYSTEM, GRAFLEX 22 MODEL 400, 

MAMIYA SIX, ZEISS IKON SUPER IKONTA 531/2, PLUS ASSORTED ANTIQUE, TOY AND 

PINHOLE CAMERAS FROM MY COLLECTION.  

 

VIDEO/MOVIE CAMERAS: CANON 7D & 550D, APPLE IPHONE 3GS WITH OWLE BOBO 

(WITH ASSORTED VIDEO APPS.), BOLEX H8, CANON SUPER 8 1014XL-S, BOLEX EBM 

16MM, BOLEX H16 REFLEX, CANON XL1S DV SYSTEM, CANON XL H1 HD SYSTEM.  

 

SOUND EQUIPMENT: TASCAM HD-P2, TASCAM DR-100, TASCAM DA-P1, BEHRINGER 

EURORACK UB1202 PORTABLE MIXER, MACKIE PPM 1012 12-CHANNEL MIXER, AZDEN 

ASSORTED MICROPHONES, RODE MICROPHONE BLIMP.  

 

 

ANYTHING NOT MENTIONED, INCLUDING DIGITAL BACKS ARE RENTED ON A PER 

PROJECT BASIS.  
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